The effect of blastomere number on embryo survival upon freezing/thawing.
To determine if the blastomere number of embryos at the time of freezing is related to its quality post-thaw. A retrospective cohort analysis of frozen/thawed embryos. Only multi-cell embryos were used for this study. If an embryo was of good quality it would either be transferred or re-frozen. There did not appear to be any trend for a lower percentage of good quality embryos with fewer numbers of blastomeres. Though 4-cell embryos have a markedly lower implantation potential upon fresh embryo transfer compared to 6-8-cell embryos, this is not reflected in their ability to survive freeze-thawing.